Lovecraft Portraits

L. Yog-Sothoth
I1. Azathoth

for wind symphony

(2017)

duration: 11’

...to Zachary Friedland

Note:

This work was commissioned by Zachary Friedland for the Rhode Island
Recording Ensemble.

| spent the summer of 2016 reading the collected works of H.P. Lovecraft, and
already knew that | wanted to write something musically inspired by the
phantasmagorical nature of his works. In particular, | wanted to capture the characters
of Lovecraft’s macabre pantheon of gods and Old Ones. Then came Zach’s commission
for wind symphony. | jumped at the chance to bring both ideas together, and was
excited to bring some newer musical dimensions to the traditions of band music.

And so, this piece exploits many of the timbres and techniques that the
instruments of the wind symphony have to offer. The nature of Lovecraft’s work and
characters require sounds, noises, and even shrieks that are not usually heard in the
wind band repertoire.

Yog-Sothoth is the gatekeeper to the netherworld where these characters live.
He is described as a nebulous globe of spheres.

Azathoth is the amorphous blight of confusion whose arrival is
heralded by the savage beating of drums and whining of flutes.



Lovecraft Portraits: performance notes

Instrumentation:

Piccolo

Flutes 1 and 2

Oboe

Bassoons 1 and 2

Clarinets in Bb 1, 2, and 3 (sometimes combined into 1 and 2)
Bass Clarinet

Alto Saxophone

Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

TrumpetsinBb 1, 2, and 3

Horns 1, 2, and 3

Trombones 1, 2, and 3 (sometimes combined into 1 and 2)
Baritone Horn

Tuba

Percussion 1, 2, 3, and 4

Timpani

Percussion parts and notes:
Percussion 1, bass drum, tam-tam

Percussion 2, mark tree, high/low temple blocks, high/low congas
Percussion 3, bowed cymbal, high/low congas
Percussion 4, vibraphone, diembe

1. Yog-Sothoth

This movement employs multiple extended techniques across several instruments. Of those
instruments asked to use reeds or mouthpieces, it is indicated with x-shaped noteheads and an
instruction. All pitches are meant to be indeterminate in these cases. In cases where varying vibrato
widths are asked for, that instruction should be followed until indicated differently (for example, the
entirety of letter F). The trombone figure in this movement is a pedal tone held in unison, and then one
part slowly lets their slide(s) out slowly until they can’t any more. At the end of the piece, the piece is over
when the trombones have reached the end of their breath.

2. Azathoth

The movement ultimately depicts the impending arrival of the figure Azathoth and a sacrifice to
him. The percussionists should not be afraid to be thunderous. Care should be taken to ensure that
congas and djembe of deepest, most resonant, timbre are used.



Score

Piccolo

Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe

Bassoon 1

Bassoon 2

Clarinet in B> 1

Clarinet in B> 2&3

Bass Clarinet
Alto Sax

Tenor Sax
Baritone Sax
Trumpet in B> 1
Trumpet in B> 2

Trumpet in B> 3

Horn in F 1

Horn in F 2

HominF 3

Trombone 1

Trombone 2&3

Baritone (B.C.)

Tuba

Adagio misterioso J=s5
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